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In Europe he paid no state visit at all till, three years
after his accession, in May 1913, he and the Queen went
to Berlin for a remarkable family party of wedding-bells
and reconciliation. Ever since the seizure of the
Kingdom of Hanover by Prussia there had been feud
between the Hohenzollerns and the descendants of Queen
Victoria's Uncle Ernest, Duke of Cumberland and King
of Hanover, and his grandson, the present Duke, was
known in Germany as the c Vanishing Duke/ by reason
of the skill, as of a conjurer, with which he inexplicably
disappeared if the Emperor was in the neighbourhood
and there was risk of meeting him. But now his only
surviving son and the Emperor's only daughter, Victoria
Louise, had fallen in love with each other, and the
parents on both sides consented to the marriage which
would make an end of that long quarrel. The Duke
himself had married Princess Thyra of Denmark, youngest
sister of Queen Alexandra and the Tsar's mother, and
the Tsar came from Russia for the wedding and from
England came King George and Queen Mary.

This was the last of those great royal gatherings, the final
performance of those dynastic madrigals once thought to
breathe harmony over discordant Europe. The railway line
from the Russian frontier to Berlin was guarded through-
out its length by troops for the safety of the Tsar: soldiers
with loaded rifles were more numerous than the telegraph
poles, and every road leading to the station at Berlin was
stopped. There was a state banquet, and a banquet after
the wedding, followed by the Torch Dance traditional
at nuptials of the Hohenzollerns. Troops lined the walls
of the White Hall and passed torches from hand to
hand while the bride and bridegroom made the circuit
of the room to ancient wedding music. Then their